In troduc tio n Despite extensive work-on mammals there is a shortage of accurate data on the anaesthesia of birds. Those publications which exist frequently fail to supply information on the methods used to assess the depth of anaesthesia, as was emphasized by Jordan, Sanford and Wright (1960). Birds have a high metabolic rate and a specialized respiratory system and hence frequently react poorly or adversely to agents which cause sedation or anaesthesia in mammals (Arnall 1964).
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captive birds of prey for ¾eterinary purposes and also to perform pectoral muscle biopsies for chlorinated hydrocarbon insecticide analysis as described by Siedensticker (1970) . Initially, the biopsies were carried out using intramuscular metomidate, but the recovery period with this drug frequently proved too long and the anaesthetised birds often salivated excessively, even if atropine was administered. As a result of these disadvantages, another, shorter-acting drug was investigated.
This was CT i341, asteroid anaesthetic which has been successfully used in humans and which is available commercially for use in cats (Evans, Aspinall and Hendy 1972). The pharmacological properties of CT 1341 were described by Child et al. (1971 ) who investigated its anaesthetic activity in a number of mammals including rodents, cat, dog, and monkey. These authors drew attention to the rapid and uncomplicated induction and recovery in all species investigated using the drug. It had a high therapeutic index and could be used safely in conjunction with premedicants, volatile anaesthetics and muscle relaxants. One very significant advantage of CT i_341 was that, unlike thiopentone sodium, intraarterial injectioo was not associated with severe oedema and necrosis. Use of CT 1341 is not, howeve,, recommended in the dog, as it can produce undesirable "allergic" responses such as erythema and urticaria. 
Results
The results obtained with raptors are summarized in Table 1 . In each case the bird's weight is given, together with the dosage of CT 1341. The latter is expressed both in terms of volume and mg/kg body weight. The weight was assumed constant in cases where a bird was injected more than once.
In the results, "hypnosis" is defined as a stage where the bird was unable to stand, but responded to pressure and pain. In the case of "deep hypnosis" the response was only slight, while "anaesthesia" implies that there was no response at all to these stimuli. 
